B. Toward
“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. ** Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a

bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that
BELOW THE BASELINE

are in the house. 6 Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)

“But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking LESSON 5: A GOOD CONSCIENCE
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by TEXT: ACTS 24:16
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s

conscience in the sight of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:2) And herein do I exercise myself; to have always a conscience void to

offence toward God, and toward men.” (Acts 24:16)
“Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith

the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive INTRODUCTION

you.” (2 Corinthians 6:17)

“But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a
stumblingblock to them that are weak. ° For if any man see thee
which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not
the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those

1. THE CONSCIENCE

things which are offered to idols; ' And through thy knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? > But when
ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience,
ye sin against Christ. > Wherefore, if meat make my brother to

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my
brother to offend.” (1 Corinthians 8:9-13) A. The Conscience

According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was
committed to my trust.” (1 Timothy 1:11)

And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and
brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the this day.” (Acts 23:1)

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

“This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to
the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them
mightest war a good warfare; ** Holding faith, and a good
conscience; which some having put away concerning faith
have made shipwreck:” (1 Timothy 1:18-19)

CONCLUSION “I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure
conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in
my prayers night and day;” (2 Timothy 1:3)

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an

answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you all men, 2 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
with meekness and fear: ** Having a good conscience; that, whereas they lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse present world;” (Titus 2:11-12)

your good conversation in Christ.” (1 Peter 3:15-16)

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
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“For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought
in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and
by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, more.” (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

and more abundantly to you-ward.” (2 Corinthians 1:12)
“No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of

this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a
soldier.” (2 Timothy 2:4)

B. The Conscience

“Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled

and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and B. Exercise Requires

conscience is defiled. *° They profess that they know God; but in
works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and
unto every good work reprobate.” (Titus 1:15-16)

C. The Conscience

“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and
our bodies washed with pure water. ?* Let us hold fast the

profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that

promised;)” (Hebrews 10:22-23)

And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the
wicked: ¢ (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in
seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day
with their unlawful deeds;)” (2 Peter 2:7-8)

D. The Conscience

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils; ? Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their
conscience seared with a hot iron; (1 Timothy 4:1-2)

3. AGOOD CONSCIENCE

“But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that
by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should
be a castaway.” (1 Corinthians 9:27)

“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them:
JSor in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear
thee.” (1 Timothy 4:16)

“Wherefore, my beloved,...work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. ** For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12-13)

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us,” (Hebrews 12:1)

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with
the Spirit;” (Ephesians 5:18)

And herein do I exercise myself; to have always a conscience void of
offence toward God, and toward men.” (Acts 24:16)

2. AGOOD CONSCIENCE A. Toward

And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void to
offence toward God, and toward men.” (Acts 24:16)

A. Exercise Requires a

And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible.” (1 Corinthians 9:25)

“Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”
(Matthew 5:8)

“But the LoRD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or
on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the
LoRD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.”
(James 4:8)



